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world. This perhaps aided in inducing Lloyd George to
oppose the French and similar vindictive Press concerning
the liberation of the prisoners. The removal of my
comrades from Donnington kail was delayed for several
weeks more due to the Transport Strike which had broken
out in England. Not till the end of October did we part
from one another. Consequently the German prisoners
of war may have achieved their release from captivity
on their own account by true Baron Munchhausen
methods. Only we, of the Scapa Flow Interned Squadron,
had yet to endure the hospitality of England for an
indefinite time.
The necessary written details of the sinking were again
entrusted, this time to a naval officer, containing the
same information as the previously described report of
the 15 July. In this way he would be in a position to
inform the Admiralty how the English Government
could be influenced by the German Press and was then
to make certain that real use was made of this. This
seemed to me all the more important as the spectre of an
indemnity for the sunk Fleet was being brought up by
the English and French newspapers.
I forwarded a protest against our exclusion from the
scheme of repatriation to the English Prime Minister.
It read:
* 23 October, 1919.
' To THE PRIME MINISTER.
'SIR,
* I have just leanxt that I, Lieutenant-commander
Wernig and Lieutenant Schilling, as well as six ratings of
the German Fleet, lately interned at Scapa Flow, have
been excluded from the general scheme of repatriation of
prisoners of war to Germany from the camp at Donnington
Hall. I conclude from this fact that a similar procedure